Phaeohyphomycotic ulcer caused by Phialophora verrucosa: successful treatment with itraconazole.
We report the first well documented case of subcutaneous phaeohyphomycotic infection caused by Phialophora verrucosa in India. Examination of the biopsied tissue from an ulcerating lesion on the shin of the left leg of a 45-year-old woman from Bombay, India, showed numerous dematiaceous, septate, branching hyphal elements and thick-walled cells characteristic of phaeohyphomycosis. Cultures of the scrapings from the lesion and of the biopsied tissue yielded a pigmented fungus that was identified as P. verrucosa. Initial treatment with fluconazole followed by oral itraconazole for 30 days and local application of a copper sulphate solution resulted in complete resolution of the lesion. Treatment with itraconazole was continued for an additional 3 months after complete healing. No new lesions developed and the patient did not show jaundice, hepatosplenomegaly or any other signs of toxicity.